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all Rainbows

his 1s the latest offering from the AQUALOG
series of reference books. These reference works

endeavour to show all known species of a par-
ticular group in one volume. Each fish 1s introduced with a
code number, care instruction symbols and a colour photo.
Just what 1s the benefit of assigning code numbers and sym-
bols escapes me but I guess some people might find them
useful. Text 1s provided in both English and German lan-
guages which I found a bit confusing and 1rritating when try-
ing to read flowing text. I don’t understand the reason for
bilingual text but I guess it relates to production costs. Per-
sonally I would rather see separate English and German edi-
tions, or at least separate the English and German text.

The following families and nearly all of the species have
been included: Atherinidae, Atherinopsidae, Bedotiidae, Den-
tatherinidae, Melanotaeniidae, Notocheiridae, Phallostethi-
dae, Pseudomugilidae and Telmatherinidae. A complete list
of the families with a short description as well as a complete
list of species 1s included.

This 1s essentially a ‘picture’ (1dentification) book and 1n-
cludes a plethora of photographs from sources not usually
available to the average aquarist. However, I can’t help but
be somewhat critical of the graphical reproduction of many
of the photographs. I have had the opportunity to view many
of the original slides and know that they look much better
than the way that they have been presented in the book. I
would guess that some of the photographers would not be all
too happy either.
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Some photographs such as Melanotaecnia fluviatilis by
Rudie Kuiter (top right) on page 93 would appear to be a
case of over enhancement. There are many other examples
throughout the rainbowfish section, and some photographs
are just of poor quality. Also many species have been allo-
cated four or more photographs which are all too similar in
appearance and 1n my opinion are just wasting space. A bet-
ter use of book space could have been served by reducing
the number of repetitive photographs and having only four
larger photographs per page instead of the usually eight.

Rainbowfishes display a great natural assortment of colours.
Populations of almost every river system have their own
distinctive body colour and pattern. Consequently, specific
names usually based on the locality where each 1s found are
used by aquarium enthusiasts to identify each variety. Some
colour varieties look totally different and to the uninitiated
can look like a different species. These features have been
presented 1n this book more complete than ever before and,
in addition, with correct locality data.

Overall the book serves its function reasonably well, and
will be a useful addition to the bookshelf of those interested

in rainbows and their related families. 8¢
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