with, 1s unlikely to induce many to leave their comfort-
able warm water. So in winter keeping the traps right up
at the surface 1s more likely to give results. (The excep-
tion as we will soon see, 1s where the trap can be posi-
tioned right up against a section of overhanging bank.)

When the sun has gone down, the chilly night air rapidly
cools the surface water out in mid-stream. However
there 1s one part of the underwater surface not exposed
to this chilly night air. That’s the water surface under-
neath overhanging banks. The best of these overhanging
banks are invariably below streamside trees, where the
roots stabilise the bank, allowing earth from below to be
eroded while the earth around the tree stays 1n place.

During the day warm surface water moves into these
under bank hiding places, and tends to stay warmer rela-
tive to the rest of the stream during the night. So under
the banks 1s a prime comfort zone for fish day or night.

So when you stand on the bank looking at a stream
amazingly short of visible fish, you may well be stand-
ing right on top of them. A frame net, not too big pushed
in under the bank 1s likely to come up with results in
winter. Sections of bank with heavy grasses hanging
over the edge into the water are likely to produce top
results.

Enticing fish to take an interest.

How frustrating 1s 1t to have plenty of rainbows 1n sight,
swimming about in the warmed surface layer midstream,
taking no interest in your offerings in the trap, and easily
dodging your efforts with a frame net?

Have you thought about taking a leaf out of those fish-
ing for the table and sport? Particularly in winter catches
can be poor unless a bit of berleying 1s carried out to
attract the fish nearer the baited hooks. Had some flake
food going a bit stale that you stopped using, leaving a
bit 1n the container? Got some stale bread from home, or
leftovers, which might attract fish? How about some of
the same berley concoctions the chain stores sell to fish-
ermen? Get some berley out to the edges of where the
fish are swimming about, and then back near where you
are, to drag them in to find more.

Transporting Fish

One of the key advantages of collecting fish in winter 1s
that 1t 1s a far better time to transport captured fish than
summer. The fish are coming out of cooler water, and
are less likely to be subjected to wide water temperature
variations, and are therefore likely to be far less stressed.
They also are naturally less dependent on continual
feeding at this time of year, and can easily survive days
without feeding, and have less digested food to purge
into the water.

So all 1n all, 1t’s a very good time to keep exploring the
streams. Sure you tootsies get a bit chilly, but i1t’s worth
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