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CONVENTION PROGRAMME

FRIDAY EVENING: SUNDAY:

8.00 ANGFA Annual General Meeting.

SATURDAY:
8.30 Registration.
Session 1: Chaired by Bruce Hansen.

9.00 Special Opening Presentation of Convention
followed by Official Welcome by Victorian President
Ken Smales and National President Bruce Hansen.
9.15 Alex Caughey
“Australia’s endangered fishes ... an overview”.

9.45 Heinz Staude
“Life before ANGFA”.

10.15 Rob Wager
Conserumg Queensland’s Artesian Spring
Ecosystems”.

10.45 Morning Tea.

11.00 Gilbert Maebe
“Pajinka”. A story of an exploration trip from
Cairns to the Top end back.

12.30 Lunch.
Session 2: Chaired by Glenn Briggs

1.30 Richard Carson
No. 1: “Controlling Water Quality”.

2.00 Dr. Walter lvantsoff
No. 1: “Endangered American Fish”.

2.30 Ron Bowman
“Eggs by E-mail”.
3.00 Afternoon Tea.

3.30 Patrick de Rham
“The Fishes of the Inland Waters of Madagascar
.. little known and endangered”.

5.00 Saturday Session Close.

SATURDAY EVENING:
5.45 Pre-dinner Drinks.
6.15 Convention Dinner.
8.30 Auction.

8.30 Assemble, coffee, chat time.
Session 3: Chaired by Alex Caughey.

9.00 Gilbert Maebe
No. 2: Special Presentation:
“Rainbow Symphony”.
9.15 John Keohn
“Trout Cod: on the brink”

9.45 Tarmo Raadik
“Management of the nationally threatened
Barred Galaxias (Galaxias fuscus)”.

10.15 Nick Romanowski
No. 1: “Genetics and Captive Breeding Programs
for Smaller Fishes”.
10.45 Morning Tea.
11.00 Andrew Boyd :
“Internet Rainbowfish Mailing List”.
11.30 Neil Armstrong
“Ornate Inornata”.
12.00 Richard Carson
No. 2. “Future Directions”.
12.30 Lunch.
Session 4: Chaired by Ken Smales.
1.15 Nick Romanowski
No. 2: “Growing Wetland Plants in Victoria”.
1.45 Andrew Munay
“Fast times in Ferntree Creek: The Orbost Spiny
Crayfish Story”.
2.15 Noel Harcourt
"From Theory to Practice ... Part of the Grand
Design”.
2.45 Walter vantsoff
, No. 2: “Eachamensis Update”.
3.00 Afternoon Tea.
3.30 Heiko Bleher
To be announced.

5.00 Convention close by ANGFA National and ANGFA
Victoria Presidents.
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ANGFA COUNCILS/COMMITTEES

ANGFA INC. (NATIONAL):

Fatrons:

Rick Datodi, Aquarium Industries,

68 Chifley Drive, Preston East, Victoria. 3072.

Gerald Allen. Dept. of Ichthyology, WA Museum,
Francis Street, Perth.

President: Bruce Hansen,

170 Bray Road, Lawnton, Queensland, 4501.
Telephone: (07) 3285 6414,

Viice President: Rod Brown. Telephone: (07) 3355 2163.
Secretary: Doug Collom,

65 Highgate Street, Coopers Plains, Queensland, 4108.
Telephone: (07) 3277 7171.

Treasurer: Peter Surmon,

9 Shelley Street, Strathpine, Queensland, 4500.
Telephone: (07) 3205 6010.

Membership Officer: Banry Meiklejohn

17 Burns Street, Capalaba, Queensland, 4157,
Telephone: (07) 3245 1843.

International Liaison Officer/Public Officer:

Neil Armstrong, 34 Tarana Avenue, Glenroy, Victoria, 3046.
Telephone: (03) 9306 4079,

Fishes of Sahul:

Editor/Chief Advisor Magazine Committee:

Ron Bowman, 49 Chadstone Road, Malvern East,
Victoria. 3148. Telephone: (03) 9568 8144,

Editorial/Magazine Committee:
Neil Armstrong, Ken Smales

ANGFA Bulletin:

Adrian Tappin. 5 Atlanta Street, Manly, Queensland. 4179
Telephone: (07) 3396 7566.

Email: atappin@ecn.net.au

Barry Meiklejohn

17 Burns Street, Capalaba, Queensland, 4157,

Telephone: (07) 3245 1843,

ANGFA ACT:

President: Andy Wattam, 13 Fellows Street, Latham, ACT
2615. Telephone: (06) 254 3273.

Secretary: Robert McLean,

Vice President: Alan Ford, 10 John Close, Gilmore, ACT,
2905. Telephone: (06) 292 4210. Email: aford@pcug.org.au

Treasurer: Leon Buker. Telephone: (06) 297 8564.
Email: leon@cssa.anu.edu.au

ANGFA QLD INC:

President: Adrian Dawson. Telephone: (07) 3889 0770.

Vice President: Barry Meiklejohn. Telephone: (07) 3245 1843,
Secretary: Graeme Finsen. Telephone: (07) 3277 1274.
Treasurer: Rod Pick. Telephone: (07) 3349 9325.

Postal Address: ANGFA (Qld.) Inc.,
P.O. Box 8135, Woolloongabba, Qid. 4102.

ANGFA VIC:
President: Ken Smales. Telephone: (03) 9391 5225.
Vice President: June Caughey. Telephone: (057) 74 2330.
Secretary: Glenn Briggs. Telephone: (03) 9725 3665.
Treasurer: June Caughey. Telephone: (057) 74 2330.
Postal Address: ANGFA Vic.,

P.O. Box 673, Ringwood, Victoria. 3134.

ANGFA WESTERN AUSTRALIA:

President\Acting Sec.: Ken Shaw. Telephone: (09) 377 1097.

Vice President: Syd Adams

Asst, Sec.: Mark Johnson.

Postal Address: P.O. Box 20, Morley, Western Australia.
6062.

ANGFA SOUTH AUSTRALIA:

Liaison Officer: Gavin Rich. Telephone: (08) 254 8796.

Postal Address: Secretary, SANFA Inc., 10 Denmead Avenue,
Campbelltown, South Australia. 5074.

ANGFA NORTHERN TERRITORY:

Liaison Officer: Dave Wilson. Telephone: (089) 83 1483.

Postal Address: P.O. Box 554, Palmerston, Northern
Territory. 0830.

ANGFA NEW SOUTH WALES;

President: Barry Hollingsworth. Telephone: (043) 53 3840.

Vice President: Martin Robinson.

Secretary: Cameron Bee.

Treasurer: Derek Girkhin.

Postal Address: The Secretary, ¢/- Sydney Aquarium,
Aquarium Pier, Darling Harbour. NSW. 2000.

OVERSEAS CONTACTS

USA: Rainbowfish Study Group

Contact: Sherry Taylor (Membership)
171 Campbell Lane,
Cookeville, TN 38501 USA.

Germany: IRG

Harro Hieronimus
Nachtigallenweg 52

D-42657, Solingen, Germany.

ANGFA Russian Regional Group:

Sergey Makarenko

Arbuzova St., 89 ‘G'/62, Nazarova City, Krasnoyarsk Region,
66 2200, Russia.
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CONVENTION ORGANISERS

Council and Members of ANGFA Victoria.

The Committee would like to acknowledge the invaluable
assistance of Council and members of ANGFA Victoria:
Neil Armstrong, Ron Bowman, Glenn Briggs, Alex
Caughey, June Caughey, Mark Chettle, Ken Smales, lan
Smith with a special mention to Andy Wattam, ANGFA
ACT. ¥

This publication produced by Ron Bowman;
Mark Chettle; Ken Smales.

WELCOME!!

Please use this weekend to exchange
information and make new friends and
contacts. Use the pages at the back of this
Souvenir Booklet to record their names
and addresses.

Take notes, ask questions. This is a unique
opportunity to increase your knowledge of
our aquatic environment.

Please join in and enjoy yourself

SPECIAL NOTICE:

ALL MEMBERS AND VISITORS TO
THE CONVENTION ARE
REQUESTED TO ENSURE THAT
MOBILE PHONES ARE SWITCHED
OFF WHILST INSIDE THE
CONVENTION CENTRE.

CONVENTION SPONSORS

ANGFA appreciates the magnificent support given
to this Convention by the following sponsors:

All Aquarium and Pet Supplies
Aquacenta

Aquatic Art

Aquarium Fish Farms of Australia
Aquarium Industries

Aquariums Plus

Aquatic Diagnostic Services
Aquasonic

Aristopet

Australian Pet Supplies

Camera Exchange

JB Hi Fi Camberwell

Kongs Auariums & Pet Supplies
McDonalds

lan & Joan Michels

Pets International NSW

Pets International Vic

Pet Pacific P/L

Pisces Enterprises

Practical Aquariums & Water Gardens
Red Sword Aquatic Plants

Rena

Territory Tropical Fish Supplies
TFH Wardleys

(VIC.) PTY LTD.

677-679 CENTRE ROAD
BENTLEIGH EAST 3165

A.C.N. 059 423 488

SPECIALIST AQUARIUM
CENTRE

* TANKS
* FURNITURE
* PONDS

Full range of Marine and
Freshwater Fish and Plants

TELEPHONE: (03) 9557 2388
FAX: (03) 9557 2768  OPEN 7 DAYS 10.00am-6.00pm
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NEIL ARMSTRONG
ANGFA Melbourne,
Wildlife/Fish Photographer

Topic of Discussion:
Slide Photography Presentation:

Ornate inornata

Neil will present a precis of various morphs of
Melanotaenia inornata and their habitats.

About Neil Armstrong:

Neil combines a talent for growing aquatic plants with an
insatiable curiosity for the fishes that swim in our rivers. He
has collected from the streams across southern Victoria,
where he first began collecting as a youngster, right up the
eastern drainage to the Pascoe River, Cape York as well as
several trips into Arnhem Land in the Northern Territory.

Neil has a great memory for details of the fish he collects
and keeps, and those who have heard him discuss his
hobby are inevitably caught up in his enthusiasm and
benefit from his knowledge.

When his old school friend Barry Crockford collected
during several trips to New Guinea in the early eighties,
Neil looked after the in-coming shipments and enthusiasti-
cally photographed the new treasures.

A foundation member of ANGFA, Neil has been generous
with time and effort in taking thousands of photographs
until today his photographs have appeared in aquarium
publications throughout the world.

Now retired, Neil has more time to devote to his photo-
graphy and his hobbies and we in ANGFA always look
forward to his brilliant slides and prints.

Neil has recently returned from Cape York with 9 other
ANGFA members (and has added over a thousand slides to
his collection) from what turned out to be a 4500 km
journey. Neil’s photographic talent gives ANGFA members
the chance to travel with him as we see the images he
captures.

HEIKO BLEHER
Aquarium Rio, Darmstadter Landstrabe 3b,
D63329 Egalsbach, Federal Republic Germany

Topic of Discussion:
To be announced

About Heiko Bleher:

Heiko really needs no introduction to ANGFA members.
He has thrilled us with his exciting stories of the remote
parts of the world he visits in his never ending quest to
collect new fish species. These stories are illustrated with
hundreds of slides in a brilliantly entertaining manner
which has always been a highlight of our Convention
program.

Heiko’s passion for the welfare of the world environment
and his concern for the shrinking natural world and the
fishes and animals that inhabit it is a reminder to us all
not to take these things for granted — that what we see
and enjoy today may not be there tomorrow.

His fine magazine Aqua Geo gives us a clear insight into
these concepts and is but one of the many methods he
uses to express his views — TV documentaries, books,
articles, and thousands of photographs are his means of
communication.

Experienced professional breeders work with his new
and reintroduced species at his aquarium installation in
Frankfurt, Germany, and from there he distributes the
progeny of his collections to the rest of the world.

Heiko usually manages to fit in a visit to our Convention
just before a collecting trip to the island of New Guinea
and we often see and hear the result of these adventures
at our next convention.

AQUARIUM FISH FARMS
OF AUSTRALIA

Phone (071) 26 2226 Fax (071) 26 2221

LARGE SCALE BREEDING
OF NATIVE FISH

* AQUARIUM LIVESTOCK

* GENERAL PRODUCTS
WHOLESALER

* DISTRIBUTOR OF AUSTRALIAN
NATIVE FISH
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RON BOWMAN
ANGFA Melbourne
Commercial Art Teacher (retired); Advertising Artist

Topic of Discussion:
Eggs by E-mail
Ron will use his own slides to inform and discuss methods

used in egg collection, packing for postage and then hatch-
ing and fry raising suggestions for the recipient.

Ron hopes that this information will stimulate ANGFA
members to participate in egg $waps and trades through
the pages of ANGFA Bulletin.

About Ron Bowman:

Ron began an egg posting program for ANGFA in 1983.
with two objectives:
To make available rare Australian and New Guinea fish

species to members across Australia and in other countries
and as a fund raiser for ANGFA.

During the five years that the program was functioning he
was responsible for the successful introduction of many
Rainbow species into Belgium, U.S.A., Canada and
Britain.

After this time the egg program was discontinued but occa-
sional postings of new Rainbow morphs were still made to
U.S.A. to add to the variety of fishes there.

In May 1996 Ron sent two vials of Pseudomugil furcatus
eggs to Siberia and was pleased to hear that 4 juveniles
had hatched and were growing well — the first in Russia.

The Express Post parcel took about 40 hours to get to
Moscow and then another eight days before they arrived at
the Nazarovo home of Sergey Makarenko, Secretary of
the Russian Regional Group of ANGFA.

AQUATIC PLANT FARM

ANNE-MARIE BIRKILL
GENERAL MANAGER

PO. BOX 200, KENMORE QLD 4069
Ph: (07) 3374 1839 Fax: (07) 3374 2393

ANDREW BOYD
Co-founder The Rainbowfish Mailing List
ANGFA A.C.T.

Topic of Discussion:

INTERNET RAINBOWFISH MAILING LIST

Internet Mailing Lists are a common way of disseminating
information on various specialist subjects: The Rainbowfish
Mailing List was started in May 1996 by Alan Ford and
Andrew Boyd. It has grown to include 45 members, repre-
senting all mainland states of Australia as well as the USA,
Germany, Belgium and France. Members come from a
variety of backgrounds, both scientists and hobbyists, with
varying levels of experience from absolute beginners to
some of the most accomplished in the world. Topics
discussed in the last few months include captive mainte-
nance of Rainbowfish, Ulcers, Brackish Gobies, importa-
tion of Rainbows both lawful and unlawful, Aquatic Plants,
origins of Melanotaenia herbertaxelrodi in the
hobby in Australia, commercial sources of fish, amongst
others. The list generates around 500 postings a month.
Postings are archived monthly and are available at
http://www.pcug.org.au/~andrew/rml.htm. Subscription
details are available at the site, or you can contact the list
“Moderaptors” Alan Ford (aford@pcug.org.au) or Andrew
himself (andrew@pcug.org.au).

Andrew will chair a panel of Rainbowfish Mailing List
Members in attendance at the 1996 Convention ... many
of these meeting each other in the “flesh” for the first time
since the Rainbowfish Mailing List was formed earlier this
year.

About Andrew Boyd:

Andrew has been involved with fishkeeping since the age
of eight, but only "formally” for the last ten years. His inter-
ests obviously include spending too much time in front of a
keyboard, chatting to people, online, writing webpages,
and helping where he can. He enjoys watching Desert
Gobies. He is co-owner of the Rainbowfish Mailing List,
and archivist for AUNZZA, the Southern Hemisphere
Killifish Mailing List.

Telephone: 9670 1929

THE CAMERA EXCHANGE

364 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne

Mon-Thurs. 10 am. - 5.45 p.m.
Friday 10 am. - 8.00 p.m.

John Corncille Saturday 10 a.m. - 1.00 p.m.
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RICHARD CARSON
Aquasonic Pty. Ltd.

Topic of Discussion:

(1) Controlling Water Quality

Fish health is directly associated with water quality.
Richard will explain in layman’s terms which water
quality parameters are important, how to measure them
accurately, how to control them, what levels of the para-
meters are regarded as safe and how to build systems to
give important water quality attributes to water, just by
design. Assurance of water quality is the best insurance
in keeping stock alive. Much of the knowledge and
equipment development originated via demand from
enthusiastic hobbyists. This technology is now being
applied to aquarium, aquaculture and live seafood
systems with great success.

(2) Future Directions

Catches of fish from the oceans are not increasing yet
the world population is. The difference has to be made
up from Aquaculture. Traditional pond culture is not
assured production because of the difficulties in control-
ling water quality etc. and environmental authorities are
demanding higher standards for effluent water. The new
direction is in recirculation systems that can control all
important water parameters including oxidation, oxygen,
hardness, temperature, phosphates, nitrates, etc. The
results are faster growth rates, better FCR (Food
Conversion Ratios), minimal to non-existent disease
problems. As confidence grows and the systems get
larger, then new equipment has to be continually devel-
oped. This is a very exciting time as manufacturers,
breeders and growers strive to meet the demands of the
expanding market.

About Richard Carson:

Richard has been involved in the aquarium and aqua-
culture trade in one form or another for more than 30
years. His experience spans from the collection of wild
caught stock, import and export of aquarium and food
fish, manufacture, wholesaling and retailing of aquarium
products. For the last 23 years, Richard has specialised
in manufacture under the Aquasonic name. In all,
Aquasonic makes more than 300 products. These
include Test Kits, Filtration Housings and Mediums,
Medications, Sea Salt, Water Additives, large
Aquacultural and live seafood installations. Aquasonic
exports many of its manufactured products as well as
imports and distributes products from many renowned
international manufacturers. As aquaculture has devel-
oped in Australia, Aquasonic has been at the forefront in
supply of specialised equipment and systems. A great
deal of Richard’s time is now spent in the development
of radical new filtration systems

DARYL SCHOLTZ
Marketing & Sales
Car Phone: 017 110 502

PRON

KONG’S AQUARIUM & PETS SUPPLIES P/L
65 Fairford Road, Padstow NSW 2211 AUSTRALIA
P.O. Box 118 Beverly Hills NSW 2209 AUSTRALIA
Telephone: (02) 9796 1811 Fax: (02) 9796 8433

PROUD TO BE A SPONSOR

SUPPLIERS TO REGISTERED AQUARIUM
AND AQUACULTURE BUSINESSES

Importers of Aquarium Fish

l[jl‘l(:;)ﬁPOH.ﬁl’l‘ED IN VICTORIA) .

reviously trading as Pet & Aquarium Industries PfL

Registered Office & Wholesale Sales

68 CHIFLEY DRIVE, PRESTON, VICTORIA 3072 AUSTRALIA
PO BOX 8134 NORTHLAND PRESTON 3072

TELEPHONES: 9480 3022 B LINES

FAX: 61 3 9480 0025

WHOLESALERS ONLY
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ALEX CAUGHEY

Interpretation Officer
Marine & Freshwater Resources Institute - Snobs Creek

Topic of Discussion:

Australia’s Endangered Fishes ...

an overview

This presentation will put Australia’s endangered fish in a
world perspective.
About Alex Caughey: ¥

Alex has been involved with fish keeping virtually from
birth. His father was a pioneer of fishkeeping in Scotland
in the 1940’s and 50’s when equipment was built, not
bought.

Alex has been keeping fish since the early 1960’s and
has kept and bred a wide variety of species. He was
attached to the National Fauna Squad in the mid 1970’s,
investigating the import and export of fish, both legally
and illegally, and the quarantine implications of these
activities.

He worked for Pet & Aquarium Industries in a number of
roles including Livestock Manager and Marketing.

He is currently based at the Discovery Centre of the
Marine and Freshwater Resources Institute — Snobs
Creek as an Interpretation Officer and Aquarist.

Alex has been involved with the organised hobby for
almost 20 years and has held a host of positions with
various clubs and the Victorian Federation of Aquarium
Societies. He has also lectured and judged events for
Victorian and interstate clubs. His hobby credits include
Life Member, Eastern Districts Aquarium Society;
Foundation Member ANGFA; and Judge, Royal
Agricultural Scciety of Tasmania. He has over 50 species
registered with the Breeders Achievement Awards. A
prolific writer, he contributes articles to a range of aquar-
ium hobby, conservation and technical publications in
Australia and overseas.

Alex was recently appointed to the Freshwater Fish
Specialist Group of the Species Survival Commission,
International Union for the Conservation of Nature
(IUCN).

NOEL HARCOURT
Senior Carnivore Keeper, Melbourne Zoo

Topic of Discussion:

From Theory to Practice ... Part of the
Grand Design

When building a new exhibit or redesigning an existing
one, we call upon our past experiences or other
peoples’ expertise within the field to assist in endeavour-
ing to meet or surpass our expectations.

Melbourne Zoo has much experience it can call upon
when involved in such a project, proven practices, such
as exhibit size and strength, materials to be used and
landscaping techniques to assimilate a natural environ-
ment, etc. are used. However, when it comes to some
aquatic and semi-aquatic displays, Melbourne Zoo calls
upon various proven aguascaping and landscaping tech-
niques used within other institutions.

This presentation will look at some of the techniques and
ideas that have been and can be used to contribute to the
overall Grand Design.

About Noel Harcourt:

Noel’s career in animal husbandry began as a teenager
when he worked during school holidays at Melbourne
Zoo.

After working in wildlife parks Noel joined Melbourne
Zoo in 1985 and is currently a senior carnivore keeper
and co-ordinator of fish species and exhibits.

Noel has been involved in numerous Associations and
Societies including ANGFA. His other main interest is
exhibit design and development and he is always on the
look-out for new techniques within this area. Some of
the aquascaping and landscaping techniques he has
applied to his own home aquarium.

Noel believes that there is a great future for the repre-
sentation of fish species within Melbourne Zoo involving
Associations and Societies within Victoria.

lan & Joan
Michels

ORNAMENTAL FISH HATCHERY

Lot 37, Langer Street Woodford, Qld. 4514
Phone: (0754) 961 784 Fax: (0754) 961 763

GLASS FABRICATIONS &

Head Office:

Happy to be a sponsor to the 1996 ANGFA National Convention
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DR. WALTER IVANTSOFF

Senior Lecturer in Biology
Macquarie University, New South Wales

Topic of Discussion: About Dr. Walter Ivantsoff:

(1) Endangered American Fish B.Sc. from the University of Sydney and a Ph.D from
2) Each :s Undat Macquarie University. He has taught at Macquarie
(2) achamensis Update University, first as a part-time tutor in 1967 and as a full-

time member of staff about a year later. His present
designation is a senior lecturer. He has published about
thirty papers on blue-eyes, hardyheads and rainbowfishes
having collected the various species from as far away as
Mexico and the Mediterranean and has collected right
around Australia and Tasmania. One of his most recent
projects was working on the identification of one of
Australia’s latest and rarest discoveries, the redfinned
blue-eye. Much of his time is devoted to teaching univer-
sity students and the course he likes to teach every year
is called the Biology of Fishes.

C.D'S
TAPES
HIFI'S
VIDEOS

758 BURKE ROAD, CAMBERWELL
TELEPHONE: 9882 1372

National
a , lo n ? Aaquartic DiagnosTic SERVICES INTERNATIONAL Pty Lid
Conve ntion = mEmAIT

@*__ Mg Daraye A. Huoson BArpScMSc(Qual)
~ag” Dr TimoTHy C. Jones BSc(Hons) PuD
AQUATIC HEALTH PROFESSIONALS

Disease diagnosis - all species *  Slock health assessment
Disease management and/or monitoring
and treatment *  Research and development
Water quality analysis *  Results provided rapidly
Phone: 07 8305039 PO Box 132

015 727853 Toowong

018 724549 Brisbane
Fax: 07 3655799 Queensland 4066
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JOHN KOEHN
Principal Scientist/Manager Freshwater Ecology Division
Marine and Freshwater Resources Institute

Topic of discussion:

Trout cod: on the brink?

Trout cod remain listed as endangered in Australia.
Despite Trout cod having been artificially propagated and
stocked by both government and non-government organ-
isations, only recently has intensive study been under-
taken on the ecology of this species. The aims have been
to determine the habitat, movement and spawning
requirements of Trout cod and to assess the existing
populations. This work has been undertaken in the
Murray River downstream of Lake Mulwala and in Seven
Creeks. In summary, large wood debris is the habitat of
preference, together with deeper and faster water. There
appears to be very little general movement, with some
movement shown during the spawning period during
high floods. Spawning appears to occur at log or log jam
sites, or with boulder substrates, whichever is available,
following a rise in water temperatures, which appear to
be a cue. Larvae have been shown to drift downstream,
sometimes into unsuitable habitats, which is of concern.
An intensive survey of the Murray River population has
shown it to be relatively small in number, patchily distrib-
uted in relation to habitat and poorly structured with little
successful recruitment having occurred over the past 5 or
so years. Never-the-less, given the lack of success of the
establishment of self-sustaining populations from stock-
ings, the future of Trout cod remains with this Murray
River population and all efforts should be made to
conserve and expand it. This work has been undertaken
with the support of Australian Nature Conservation
Agency and the Murray-Darling Basin Commission.

About John Koehn:

John has been interested in freshwater fish all his life and
now has over 16 years experience in research, assess-
ment, conservation and management. Most of this time
has been spent in various parts of the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources (under its many
different names) and he has conducted work on most of
Victoria's freshwater fish species. John has gained an
international reputation for leading research into the
determination of movement and habitat requirements of
Australian freshwater. In recent times this has included
major work on the radio tracking of Murray cod. This
work in particular, has lead to the use of new technology
and has revolutionised the study of large freshwater
fishes in this country. The technology used in this work
has been adapted for Trout cod and other species includ-
ing Golden perch, Silver perch and Carp. John has been
active in river management, river restoration and fish
conservation and a key player in providing biological
information on fish species toward such projects. He has
been active in assessing the conservation status and
threats to many endangered species as well as preparing
and implementing Management Plans for them.

John has authored over 40 publications and has made
presentations at many national and international forums

on these subjects. He is a member of the Scientific
Advisory Committee which advises the Victorian Minister
for Conservation and Natural Resources on issues relat-
ing to the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act, a member of
the National Carp Taskforce and a member of the
National Recovery team for Trout cod. John is currently
the Principal scientist and manager of the Freshwater
Ecology Division of the Marine and Freshwater
Resources Institute.
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GILBERT MAEBE
Technical Teacher, Belgium

Topic of Discussion:
Slide Photography Presentation:

“Pajinka” (Aboriginal place name for Cape
York)

A story of an exploration trip from Cairns to the Top
and back.

About Gilbert Maebe:

Gilbert Maebe was born in 1941 as the third child in a
family of four children, two boys and two girls. Married in
1962 and father of two sons, Stefan and Gert. Gilbert
spent 12 years as a factory worker before becoming a
Teacher in a Technical School for the next 20 years. He
took early retirement at the age of 55 just two weeks
before leaving Belgium to come to Australia for this
presentation plus a well deserved holiday for himself; wife
Hilda plus friends Franze-Peter and Ulli Mullenholz who
helps Gilbert with choosing the appropriate music for his
many presentations.

Australia’s premier distributor
to the pet industry

PET PACIFIC Pty Ltd

Sole Australian Agent for ﬂHAGEN. Products g8

Paul Harris

Manager Victoria

SYDNEY MELBOURNE

Lot 8, Leland Street Unit 2/Lot 40 Jellico Dr,
PENRITH NSW 2750 SCORESBY VICTORIA 3179
Phone (047) 311 644 Phone (03) 764 9200

Fax (047) 323 275 Fax (03) 764 9744

He has been an ardent aquarist for more than 20 years
and for the last 10 years has specialised in rainbowfish.
Gilbert passionately keeps and breeds rainbowfish in a fish-
room with 50 tanks. Gilbert has been a member of the
board of his local aquarium society for 15 years including 5
years as President. He is also a Judge for BBAT (Belgian
Aquarists Association) as well as being co-founder of IRG
(Internationale Regenbogenfish Gesellschaft in 1986; offi-
cial IRG representative for Belgium and was also the
organiser of the IRG Congress in 1989 and 1994. Gilbert
also lectures regularly (about 30 times a vear) in both his
home country and the Netherlands. Gilbert joined the
ranks of ANGFA in 1984 and “brought the house down”
with his presentations at the 1990 and 1994 Brisbane
Conventions.

His interest in fish and nature has taken him to Sri Lanka
1982; Brisbane to Daintree and back in 1990; Java, Bali,
Irian Jaya (Lake Sentani and Biak) in 1991; Cape York
and Fraser Island in 1994 and when he leaves Melbourne
in the next few days he is going exploring in the Northern
Territory.

ACASENIA

53 GAREMA CIRCUIT, KINGSGROVE, 2208.
PHONE:(02)758 2222, FAX:(02) 758 2099.
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ANDREW MURRAY

Fauna Planner
Department Natural Resources and Environment

Topic of Discussion:
Fast Times in Ferntree Creek:

The Orbost Spiny Crayfish Story:

The Orbost Spiny Crayfish, Euastacus diversus, is a small
freshwater crayfish confined to Far East Gippsland. It is
listed as a threatened taxon under the Victorian Flora and
Fauna Guarantee Act 1988, and as such an Action
Statement is being prepared. Like many of the species in
the Euastacus genus, the Orbost Spiny Crayfish has a

ALAN B. WHELPTON am.
MANAGING DIRECTOR

PETS INTERNATIONAL PTY. LTD.

3/171 ORCHARD ROAD
CHESTER HILL N.S.W. 2162
AUSTRALIA

TELEPHONE: (02) 645 3933

FACSIMILE: (02) 645 2176
PRIVATE: (02) 736 1207
MOBILE: 0418 230 543

RED SWORD

Wholesalers of
AQUARIUM PLANTS
Specialising in Tropical Plants

Grown Aquatically

36 Hammond Way, Kelso, 4815
Telephone: (077) 74 0408

Fax: (077) 74 0012

Mobile: 015 632 264

WAYNE SMITH

Manager

limited distribution, making conservation of the species
challenging. This seminar will review the rediscovery of this
species, the survey and management effort being under-
taken, and the implications of being listed under the Flora
and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988. The broader implica-
tions of protecting streams for the Orbost Spiny Crayfish
will also be discussed.

About Andrew Murray:

Andrew is a Fauna Planner with the Department of Natural
Resources and Environment in Orbost, East Gippsland. He
is currently involved in the early stages of a major project
which involves poisoning foxes over large areas of forested
habitat and monitoring the response of the prey species
(bandicoots, possums and potoroos). Hopefully the decline
in predation pressure will lead to an increase in the
numbers of these small ground-dwelling animals. His other
priorities include on-going research, survey and improved
management of Tiger Quolls, as well as raising public
awareness of this magnificent meat-eating marsupial. He
has input into the management of a number of other
endangered critters, including Little Terns (nesting on the
coast); Brush-tailed Rock Wallabies (upper Snowy River)
and Long-footed Potoroos (forests). When not involved in
saving East Gippsland’s wildlife, he is to be found foolishly
barracking for the Adelaide Crows whenever they play in
Melbourne.

Supported by:

PRACTICAL o

quariums

& WATER GARDENS
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TARMO RAADIK
Senior Biologist
Marine and Freshwater Resources Institute

Topic of discussion:

Management of the nationally threatened
Barred Galaxias (Galaxias fuscus)

The Barred Galaxias is one of Australia’s most threat-
ened fish species and one of the two most threatened
fish species in Victoria. It is listed as Endangered at a
national and state level and is also listed on the Victorian
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988, and hence
provided legal protection. This small freshwater fish is
endemic to Victoria, originally described in 1936, and
has been collected in low numbers from 16 small head-
water streams in the upper Goulburn River system, all
above 400 m in altitude. Currently, populations are
known from 12 sites and it appears that the present
distribution represents the fragmentation of a previously
much wider range.

The main threat to this species is the negative interaction
between it and Brown and Rainbow Trout. This takes the
form of active upstreamn colonisation of trout into previ-
ously exclusive Barred Galaxias waters, direct predation
on juvenile galaxias followed by aggressive competition
with adult galaxias for food and space, leading to the
rapid extirpation of the Barred Galaxias population and a
contraction of the species further upstream. This has
become critical in many areas as the remaining popula-
tions occupy small headwater tributaries (less than 1.0m
wide), and where trout have colonised to the top of the
system, Barred Galaxias have become extinct.

Healthy Barred Galaxias populations are present in some
streams, upstream of natural barriers which appear to
prevent the upstream movement of trout. This concept
of effective trout exclusion has been applied to various
degraded Barred Galaxias streams with the aim of secur-
ing and rehabilitating the galaxias populations. Artificial
barriers have been constructed, trout have been purged
from upstream of these, and monitoring of the recoloni-
sation of the Barred Galaxias population downstream
into the rehabilitated section is currently being
conducted.

| AQUASONIC

Australian Manufacturers of Quality Aquarium Products

"FRESHWATER" water treatments, medications.
"TEST KITS" accurate, easy to understand, long life.
"OVI-FLOW" BIOLOGICAL FILTRATION MEDIUM
for the most effident assimilation of waste.
"NATURAL-HOME" WATER CONDITIONERS
re-creating natural water conditions.
"BIO-NATURE" PRODUCTS FOR FILTRATION
activated carbon, filter mats etc.

ACRYLIC PRODUCTS
filration medium housing, protein skimmers,
rotating arms, water returns, syphons.

CATALOGUES AVAILABLE
PO. Box 134, Ingleburn 2565  Ph: 605 2746 Fax: 603 2976

This talk will outline the steps taken to manage this
threatened species, including the results of recent moni-
toring in rehabilitated streams.

About Tarmo Raadik:

Tarmo’s career in fish began relatively recently in 1984
as he was completing an honours degree in Zoology at
the University of Melbourne. Being overcome by too
much hard thinking he grabbed a dipnet, left his behav-
ioural experiment running, and discovered Mountain
Galaxiids at Mount Macedon. After knuckling back down
to work, he then moved to the Department of
Conservation, Forests and Lands (as it was then known)
surveying fish in the Geelong Region, followed by three
years working at the Department of Zoology, Monash
University. During this time, Tarmo also worked as a
volunteer in the Department of Ichthyology, Museum of
Victoria, re-identifying and organising the freshwater and
estuarine fish collection, where he worked full time in
1989-1990. In 1990 Tarmo rejoined the DCFL (now
Department of Natural Resources and Environment) and
worked on aquatic systems (freshwater and estuarine)
throughout the state, before being split-off into the semi-
privatised Marine and Freshwater Resources Institute in
1995. His main interests are aquatic conservation,
species distribution and taxonomy.

§
FoRr ALL YOUR
AGUARILIM NEEDS,

237 3429

293 BLCKLEY ST.
ESSENDDON
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PATRICK de RHAM
Biologist, Conservationist, Aquarist & Fish Collector

Topic of Discussion:
Slide Photography Presentation:

The fishes of the inland waters of
Madagascar, little known and endangered

The biogeographical situation of Madagascar is funda-
mentally different from that of the three other large trop-
ical islands of the world, Néw Guinea, Borneo and
Sumatra, as not being situated on a shallow continental
platform repeatedly emerging during each ice age. It has
remained totally isolated from any other land mass for at
least 60 million years. This explains why its flora and
fauna show a high degree of endemicity, with between
80-90% of the native species not being found anywhere
else in the world. The fishes of the Island, are no excep-
tion to this rule, especially the truly freshwater species
which are nearly a hundred percent endemic. No
primary freshwater fishes have managed to cross the
oceanic barrier and therefore large freshwater groups
such as the Cypriniforms are missing from the island.

All the native fishes found presently in Madagascar have
colonised the freshwater systems from the sea and at one
time of their evolution (but often, not anymore today)
were able to live to withstand an extended period in
seawater. It is interesting to note that in spite of their
secondary nature, most Madagascan freshwater fishes
are representative of ancient lineages when compared to
their relatives found elsewhere in the world. There are
many similarities between the Madagascan ichthyofauna
and that, much larger, of the Sahul Region. However
there are also some important and revealing differences.

Unfortunately Madagascar and Australia share another
common characteristic: both regions count many endan-
gered species, freshwater fishes being undoubtedly the
most endangered vertebrates of the Great Island. The
conservation of native fishes is extremely difficult in
Madagascar as one of the main factors responsible for
their decline is the competition of introduced continental
species which have already completely replaced native
fishes over large areas of the island. This problem is

All Aquarium & Pet
Supplies Pty. Ltd.

Everything for the Aquarium — Wholesalers and Breeders

Specialising H & R Staude
in Cichlids‘, é‘. 8 Dunoon Coul't,

. Mulgrave,
Natives and Victoria,
Rare Species Anstralia, 3170
Phone: (03) 9546 1025 Fax (03) 9546 1011

further aggravated by the difficult economical situation of
the country. It is hoped that advice and possibly support
can be found in Australia where there is already a consid-
erable experience in conserving native fishes.

About Patrick de Rham:

(Dr.) Patrick de Rham is a Swiss biologist and conserva-
tionist who has lived and worked in West and East Africa,
South East Asia and South America. An aquarist and fish
collector since the age of 7 (in England) he has taken the
opportunity of his extensive stays and travelling in tropi-
cal areas to satisfy his ruling passion of studying and
collecting fishes in their natural habitats. Since 1991 he
has developed a special interest for the endemic fishes of
Madagascar and has undertaken six collecting expedi-
tions to the Great Island. Patrick is a Corresponding
Member of the Museum of Natural History of Geneva
and a Director of Aquatic Conservation Network. He is
very keen to develop a Conservation Programme for
endemic Madagascan fishes so that at least a representa-
tive sample of this unique and scientifically very interest-
ing ichthyofauna may be conserved.

¢ -
aristopet pty Itd
v“ MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALIST PET PRODUCTS

35 BEESTON STREET
TENERIFFE QUEENSLAND 4005
Phone (07) 3254 2222 Fax: (07) 3254 1819

LaEEREEERE R R R R

AUSTRALIAN PET SUPPLIES P/L

MAXWELL DUIGNAN
MANAGING DIRECTOR

67 VICTORIA STREET PHONE: (029) 604 1208
SMITHFIELD FAX: (029) 725 5161
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NICK ROMANOWSKI
Dragonfly Aquatic Nursery, Colac

Topic of Discussion:

Genetics and Captive Breeding Programs
for Smaller Fishes

Over the past decade and more, our understanding of
genetic problems in captive populations in many animals
has improved considerably. Various studies have
approached these from many different angles, from
isolated wild populations looked at by conservation biolo-
gists, to the problems of inbred populations in zoos. The
theoretical background for long-term maintenance is also
better understood than ever before, especially in terms of
minimising loss of genes over many generations.

This talk describes the basics of maintaining genetic
diversity in groups of smaller fishes, using Victorian
species as examples. Although the general approach
recommended is commonsense, there are also less
obvious forces acting, and these are described. Above all,
the emphasis is on keeping fishes fit for re-introduction
to natural waters if this becomes possible with time.

MCEOI‘Iald'S

™

About Nick Romanowski:
Nick has had a lifelong interest in all aspects of aquatic

~ biology. Although his formal qualifications are in

Zoology, he is probably known best as owner and
manager of Dragonfly Aquatics, the first nursery to
specialise in Australian water and wetland plants, and
maintaining by far the largest range of these in cultiva-
tion. The nursery is also home to many frogs, inverte-
brates, visiting waterbirds and has allowed Nick to
expand his breeding programs for many native fishes
including Edelia obscura and Galaxiella pusilla; he has
maintained some populations of the latter for over 15
years. Nick's books include “Water and Wetland Plants
for Southern Australia” and “Farming in Ponds and
Dams: An Introduction to Freshwater Aquaculture in
Australia.” Nick is currently completing a practical
wetlands manual as well as a field guide to the aquatic
and wetland plants of south-eastern Australia.

P.O. Box 149 Brookvale NSW 2100

T.F.H. (Australia) Pty. Ltd.

Distributors/Suppliers of Wardleys and Sacem

Telephone: (02) 939 2855

Fax: (02) 939 7482
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HEINZ STAUDE
All Aquarium and Pet Supplies P.L.
8 Dunoon Court, Mulgrave Victoria.

Topic of Discussion:

Life Before ANGFA

A talk on the early days of native fishkeeping in Australia
including some early collecting trips prior to the formation
of ANGFA.

About Heinz Staude: i

Heinz is married with two grown sons. Proprietor of his
own business, All Aquarium and Pet Supplies, Heinz has
been in business for 26 years and specialises in rare and
unusual aquarium fishes including natives. He has been
actively keeping and breeding fish for well over 40 years
and boasts more than 300 species of fish bred.

CAROL McDOUGAL
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

PETS INTERNATIONAL PTY. LTD.
UNIT 32 TWIN TOWERS

756-758 BURWOOD HIGHWAY
FERNTREE GULLY, VICTORIA 3156
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(03) 9758 8022
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ROB WAGER

Director and Consultant
Raintree Aquatics Pty Ltd

Topic of Discussion:
Conserving Queensland’s Artesian Spring

Ecosystems

Four species of fish appear to be restricted to Queensland
artesian springs. These are the red-finned blue-eye, the
Edgbaston goby, the Elizabeth Springs goby and a newly
discovered hardyhead. All of these fish, and the ecosystems
in which they live, are in extreme danger of extinction
through the impacts of humans and other introduced
species. The Federal Government through the Australian
Nature Conservation Agency has coordinated and funded a
“Recovery Plan for Queensland Artesian Spring Fishes”.
Rob will describe the proposed recovery actions and
progress made to date. He will also describe the impacts
and hardships on landowners and companies faced with
the need to make a living in a harsh environment while
coping with the responsibilities of having such unique
ecosystemns on their properties.

About Rob Wager:

Born in Chattanooga, Tennessee, USA in 1965. His
parents took him trout fishing at age six weeks, then sent
him home to Australia in a tea crate at age one and half
years (yes, there are photographs). Rob started keeping
fishes at about age six thanks to his mother's interest in
tropical fishes. He became interested in native fishes in
high school, and went on to study aquatic ecology and fish-
eries biology at the University of Queensland. Rob gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Science in 1986 and has since
been employed as a plumber, research assistant, techni-
cian, consultant and fisheries biclogist. During an eight
year stint with the Fisheries Section of the Queensland
Department of Primary Industries, Rob worked on aquacul-
ture of Australian bass and barramundi; the spawning of
the endangered Mary River cod; publication of a conserva-
tion status list for Queensland freshwater fishes; prepara-
tion of “The Action Plan for Australian Freshwater
Fishes” for the Australian Nature Conservation Agency
and preparation of the “Action Plan for Queensiand
Artesian Spring Fishes.”

Rob left the relative ease of Government in 1995 and,
along with his wife Kathy, established Raintree Aquatics
Pty. Ltd. Apart from work on artesian spring fishes, Rob
and his staff are involved in a number of projects assessing,
monitoring and managing natural and artificial freshwater
ecosystems and preparing environmental management
plans for developments and aquaculture. Raintree Aquatics
also runs a fish farm which breeds native fish for mosquito
control, recreation and ornamental uses.
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NAMES AND ADDRESSES SOUVENIR AUTOGRAPHS

The organising committee of
ANGFA hopes vou enjoy the
1996 Melbourne National
Convention and sincerely
wishes that you may again
rendezvous in 1997 at the
Svdney National Convention
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THE PROFESSIONALS THAT GET IT RIGHT - FIRST TIME!

Gary, Chris and the staff of Aquariums Plus
would like to applaud the members of the
Australia New Guinea Fishes Association for promoting the
conservation and beauty of Australian and New Guinea fishes,
educating aquarists on the latest techniques and
motivating them to greater knowledge.

® Only the very best
quality fishes are stocked.

® Rare and hard-to-get
varieties are available to order.

® Telephone, Facsimile & Mail Order
Services available. All credit cards, debit
cards, and cheques are welcome.

® An extensive range of products and
spare parts are always in stock from
quality suppliers like: Eheim, Sera,
Jager, Rena, Wardley, Sacem, Fluval,
Schego, Tetra, Hikari, Red Sea, AB,
Aquaclear, Hagen, TFH, Whisper, Sicce
and much more. Come and see for
yourself, you will not be disappointed.

® Off street parking next door.
OPEN 7 DAYS, 10am to 6pm.

® 677-681 Centre Road, Bentleigh East,
Melbourne, Victoria, 3165

® Telephone (03) 9557 2388
Facsimile (03) 9557 2768




